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Dear	Confreres!

When was the last time you laughed out loud, giggled until your ribs hurt or your 

mouth ached? As children, we used to laugh hundreds of times a day, but as adults, life 

tends to be more serious and laughter more infrequent. 

I hadn't previously considered God to have a sense of humor, but why wouldn't He? 

Much of our early Catholic formation focused on the pious nature of God who appeared as 

distant, serious, and perhaps cold, even vengeful and angry. A favorite scene from the 

Passion of Christ is when Mary pokes fun at Jesus's invention of the table, teasing that “it 

will never catch on”. This dry sense of humor is an essential component of our lives and 

attributes positive humor to creative thinking and healthy relationships.

Humor, however, has not always been a laughing matter in the history of the 

Church. Although Ecclesiastes 3:4 tells us that there is “a time to weep, and a time to 

laugh,” and although Sarah famously laughed when angelic visitors told her husband 

Abraham that she would bear a son within the year, most biblical references to laughter 

do not bring a smile to the face. When the Bible refers to laughter it is often the scornful 

laughter of a sinner reviling God. 

Similarly, the Church Fathers give short shrift to laughter, seeing an

inconsistency between the awareness of one's sins and the willingness to laugh. St. 

John Chrysostom suggests that weeping is preferable to laughing in this vale of tears. 

Yet the shared experience of every human is one of both weeping and laughing, of 

mourning and of dancing. The author of Proverbs reminds us that laughter and 

sadness abide together, one never far from the other. Together with the pain of 

separation from God, humanity's experience of God is replete with joy: the 

delight of Adam discovering Eve; the unbounded excitement of King David 
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dancing before the Ark of the Covenant; the happy leap of John the Baptist in the 

womb; heaven's elation at one repentant sinner; and, ultimately, the words we all 

long to hear, “Come, share your master's joy” in heaven, where “there shall be no 

more death or mourning, wailing or pain” (Rv 21:4). A walk through the Bible shows 

that references to joy far outweigh the mention of sadness. 

Though the Gospel writers note the tears of Jesus as He wept over Jerusalem, at 

the tomb of His friend Lazarus and certainly in Gethsemane's garden, no one can 

doubt the joy that permeated Jesus' public ministry. It's impossible not to picture 

Jesus and His apostles as joyful at the wedding feast in Cana. Joyful feasting was a 

common image of the Lord in His parables. Indeed, in His priestly prayer in John's 

Gospel, the Lord is clear about His mission: “That my joy might be in you and your joy 

might be complete” (Jn 15:11). 

The power of a good laugh and the effect of connection it establishes cannot be 

underestimated. The same can be said for our attempts to share the good news of the 

Gospel with those we encounter. Pope Benedict XVI reminds us “where joylessness 

rules and humor dies, we may be certain that the Holy Spirit, the spirit of Jesus Christ, 

is not present”. 

Modern life has become increasingly complicated and it's believed that stress is 

the primary obstacle to laughter. In the midst of so much gloomy news, immersed as 

we are in many social and even personal emergencies, we have the power to spread 

peace and smiles. We are among the few who have the ability & opportunity to 

interact with all types of people, from different generations and cultural 

backgrounds. Laughter is an especially powerful tool for managing conflict and 

reducing tension when emotions are running high. Whether with community 

members, recipients, staff and others, we can learn to use humour to smooth over 

disagreements, lower everyone's stress level, and communicate in a way that builds 

up our relationships rather than breaking them down.

In his Apostolic letter to all consecrated people on the occasion of the year of 

consecrated life in 2014, Pope Francis mentioned that the old saying will always be 

true: '“Where there are religious, there is joy'. We are called to know and show that 

God can fill our hearts to the brim with happiness; that we need not seek our 

happiness elsewhere; that the authentic fraternity found in our communities 

increases our joy; and that our total self-giving in service to the Church, to families 

and young people, to the elderly and the poor, brings us life-long personal fulfillment. 

None of us should be dour, discontented, and dissatisfied, for “a gloomy disciple is a 

disciple of gloom”. Like everyone else, we have our troubles, our nights of the soul, 

our disappointments and infirmities, our experiences of slowing down as we grow 

older. But in all these things we should be able to discover 'perfect joy'”. 
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We can apply to the consecrated life the words of Benedict XVI which Pope 

Francis cited in the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium: “' It is not by 

proselytizing that the Church grows, but by attraction' (No. 14). The consecrated life 

will not flourish as a result of brilliant vocation programs, but because the young 

people we meet find us attractive because they see us as men and women who are 

happy! Similarly, the apostolic effectiveness of consecrated life does not depend on 

the efficiency of its methods. It depends on the eloquence of your lives, lives which 

radiate the joy and beauty of living the Gospel and following Christ to the full”.

· Reminder to all communities and Residences in India to prepare the annual 

community project and to forward it to the Provincialate

· Congratulations to the 4 Novices and 2 Postulants who have begun their 

formation journey for the year 2024-2025

· Hearty welcome to the new candidates (almost 25) to the Cuddalore St. 

Joseph's Seminary to have initiation experience and to discern their vocation.

· Please keep in your prayers our deacons Bro. Melvin and Bro. William who are 

preparing themselves to be ordained priests on 15th Aug. 2024 in Cuddalore.

· Please keep in your prayers our confreres Bro. Carlos and Bro Antony Samy 

who have been admitted by the General Council for their preparation to 

perpetual profession. 

· Please keep in your prayers the beloved father of our confrere Fr. Charles Pro 

who has been hospitalized and is suffering due to ill health. 

· Please keep in your prayers the beloved mother of our confrere Fr. Visuwasam 

who has been sick and under medications.

1-3           -    Visit to Andhra & Telengana

4              -    Visit to the Legal Cell of TNCRI

5              -    Meeting with deacons at DGMS,        

Chennai

7-12         -    Classes in Cuddalore

13            -    Golden Jubilee Mass in Thindivanam

16 -17      -    Feast in Srivaikundam

18            -    Compound Wall blessing in Dindigul

PROVINCIAL CALENDER JULY 2024

Fr. Ronald. J SdC
Provincial Superior
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CATECHESIS ON

DRUG ABUSE
AND

ILLICIT TRAFFICKING

Dear	brothers	and	sisters,	

International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking was established 

by the United Nations General Assembly in 1987. This year's theme is The evidence 

is clear: Invest in prevention.

Saint John Paul II affirmed that “drug abuse impoverishes every community 

where it exists. It diminishes human strength and moral fiber. It undermines 

esteemed values. It destroys the will to live and to contribute to a better society”. 

This drives the abuse of drugs and the use of drugs. At the same time, however, let us 

remember that each addict “has a unique personal story and must be listened to, 

understood, loved, and, insofar as possible, healed and purified… They continue to 

possess, more than ever, a dignity as children of God”. [2] Everyone has dignity.

However, we cannot ignore the evil intentions and actions of drug dealers and 

traffickers. They are murderers! Pope Benedict XVI used stern words during a visit to 

a rehabilitation centre: “I therefore urge the drug dealers to reflect on the grave harm 

they are inflicting on countless young people and on adults from every level of 

society: God will call you to account for your deeds. Human dignity cannot be 

trampled upon in this way”. And drugs trample on human dignity. 

A reduction in drug addiction is not achieved by liberalizing drug use — this is 

a fantasy — as has been proposed, or already implemented, in some countries. 

Liberalize, and consumption increases. Having known so many tragic stories of 

drug addicts and their families, I am convinced that it is a moral duty to end the 

production and trafficking of these dangerous substances. How many traffickers 

of death there are — because drug traffickers are traffickers of death — driven by 

the logic of power and money at any cost! And this scourge, which produces 

violence and sows suffering and death, demands an act of courage from society 

as a whole. Drug production and trafficking also have a destructive impact on 

our common home. This has become increasingly evident, for example, in the 

Amazon basin.
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Another key way to counter drug abuse and trafficking is through 

prevention, by promoting greater justice, educating young people in values that build 

personal and community life, accompanying those in need, and giving hope for the 

future.

I was able to visit several rehabilitation centres inspired by the Gospel, during 

my apostolic journeys in various dioceses and countries. They are a strong and 

hopeful witness to the commitment of priests, consecrated men and women, and lay 

people to put into practice the parable of the Good Samaritan. I am also comforted by 

the efforts undertaken by various bishops' conferences to promote just legislation 

and policies regarding the treatment of people addicted to drug use, and prevention 

to stop this scourge.

As an example, I point to the network of La Pastoral Latinoamericana de 

Acompañamiento y Prevención de Adicciones (plapa ). The charter of this network 

recognizes that “addiction to alcohol, psychoactive substances, and other forms of 

addiction (pornography, new technologies, etc.) ... is a problem that affects us 

indiscriminately, beyond geographical, social, cultural, religious and age differences. 

Despite the differences ... we want to organize as a community: to share experiences, 

enthusiasm, difficulties”. 

I also mention the bishops of southern Africa, who convened a meeting in 

November 2023 on the theme, “Empowering youth as agents of peace and hope”. 

Youth representatives who participated in the meeting described it as a “significant 

milestone geared towards a healthy and active youth throughout the region”. They 

also made a promise: “We accept the role of being Ambassadors and Advocates who 

are going to fight against the use of substances. We plead with all young people to be 

empathetic to one another at all times”. 

Dear brothers and sisters, faced with the tragic situation of the drug addiction of 

millions of people around the world, faced with the scandal of the illicit production 

and trafficking of such drugs, “we cannot be indifferent. The Lord Jesus paused, drew 

near, and healed wounds. In the style of His closeness, we too are called to act, to 

pause before situations of fragility and pain, to know how to listen to the cry of 

loneliness and anguish, to stoop to lift up and bring back to life those who fall into the 

slavery of drugs”. [6] And we pray for those criminals who give drugs to young people: 

they are criminals, they are murderers! Let us pray for their conversion.

As Christians and church communities, let us pray for this intention and renew 

our commitment to prayer and work against drugs. Thank you!

Pope Francis
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GIVE	MORE	WORK	TO	THE	HEART	THAN	TO	THE	MIND

KOPAKKA: In today's fast-paced and highly competitive world, we often find 

ourselves carried by the demands of our minds. We prioritize logic, rationality, and 

intellectual pursuits, neglecting the importance of nurturing our hearts. However, on 

the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Koppaka community Fathers renewed our 

vows and were reminded of the significance of giving more work to the heart than to 

the mind. The heart is often associated with emotions, compassion, and love. It is the 

seat of our deepest desires, our ability to empathize, and our capacity to connect 

profoundly with others. Fr. Praveen, in his homily during the Holy Mass, emphasized 

the need for us to be fatherly. To be fatherly means to embody qualities such as love, 

care, guidance, and protection. These qualities can only be nurtured and expressed 

through a heart that is open, compassionate, and attuned to the needs of others. Our 

founder, who gifted us with the charisma of the paternity of God, understood the 

importance of nurturing the heart. He recognized that true fatherhood goes beyond 

mere biological ties and encompasses a deep spiritual connection with those 

entrusted to our care. By prioritizing the heart, we can tap into the divine love that 

flows through us and extend it to others. During the dinner, we experienced the 

nourishment of both body and soul. Let us take inspiration from the Solemnity of the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus and strive to be fatherly in our interactions with others.

EUCHARISTIC	HOUR	IS	AN	HOUR	OF	POWER

CUDDALORE: In line with this mandate, on the 16th of June 2024, along with the 

parishioners, the SJS community organized the Eucharistic Procession and liturgy in 

adoring, praising, and thanking the Lord for his benevolence upon us, his children, 

and disciples. The Eucharistic hour began with the exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament followed by praise and worship, then a sharing of life-giving bread by Fr. 
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Adaikalam SdC, the Superior and Rector. The whole hour was well animated, with a 

special mention to the young candidates in formation who played a significant role in 

the proceedings, and the people found solace in the Eucharistic Presence of the Lord. 

The procession continued to our boys' home for the second hour and the parish for 

the final hour and sharing.

CELEBRATION	OF	CORPUS	CHRISTI	FEAST

CUDDALORE: On the 16th of June, we celebrated the Feast of Corpus Christi in our 

parish, Cuddalore. We celebrated Mass in the morning, and in the evening. We had 

prepared three locations for Eucharistic adoration and a sermon by the priest. We 

began the procession at 5:30 pm at St. Joseph's Minor Seminary and continued to the 

seminary chapel. Fr. Adikalam animated the adoration there and gave a short homily. 

Fr. Vanathiyen animated the liturdy for the second station at Don Guanella Boys' 

Home. there. The third location was the parish church that was animated by Fr. Edal 

& Periyanayagam. Our parishioners were inspired by the messages. The celebration 

ended with a final blessing. Fr. Vincent, the Parish Priest, thanked the parishioners for 

their attendance and help. Finally, we had tea and snacks sponsored by the 

parishioners.
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EUCHARISTIC	PROCESSION

VATLURU	 - Pope Francis said, “The Eucharist makes us strong, to give us fruit, 

flowers of good works.” On the Feast of Corpus Christi, some of our young children 

received Holy Communion for the first time. This reception of the Body and Blood of 

Jesus Christ for the first time on the solemn occasion of the Feast of Corpus Christi 

made the occasion so memorable. The rite was marked with piety and great devotion. 

The ceremony was celebrated by Rev. Fr. Dr. Bala, the Vicar General of RCM Diocese of 

Eluru. Seventeen young children received the First Holy Communion from several 

substations. In the evening, many people came to participate in a Eucharistic 

Procession, a powerful spiritual experience that brought a beautiful celebratory day 

to a close.

RETURNING	BACK

Vatluru: Education is recognized as critical for the development of the individual. 

Nelson Mandela said, “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to 

change the world.” Michelle Obama said, “The ability to read, write, and analyze; the 

confidence to stand up and demand justice and equality; the qualifications and 
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connections to get your foot in the door and take your seat at the table — all of that 

starts with education.” Our Guanella Karunalaya Boys' Home reopened on the 17th of 

June 2024 for the new school year. The children who had been on summer vacation 

returned to the hub of education and discipline. The staff and teachers welcomed the 

students back for a new year with a new curriculum. The building was buzzing with 

the sounds of young children and excited teachers, all filled with anticipation and 

hope for the new year.

INTERNATIONAL	YOGA	DAY	IN	GPN

BANGALORE: We, the GPN community, commemorated International Yoga Day. Dr. 

Preetha Thomas, a HOPE-Helping out People Empathetically Foundation member, 

sponsored a yoga program for elder residents. Fr. Mathias welcomed them 

enthusiastically. A certified yoga trainer, Mrs. Lakshmi, explained the practice of yoga 

and its benefits. She then said it is a transformative practice representing the 

harmony of mind and body, the balance between thought and action. Afterward, she 

taught elders some yoga asana designed to help them integrate the body with the 

mind, spirit, and soul. This holistic approach to health and well-being will bring them 

peace in their hectic lives. After that, Fr. Mathias thanked the team and was honored 

with a trophy. Thus, the power to transform oneself was celebrated on this special day.

'HIRIYARA	JATHRE'	(ELDER'S	FEST)

BANGALORE:	On Sunday, the 23rd, the elders of Guanella Destitute Home for Men 

were treated to a day of fun and activities. The 'Hiriyara Jathre' was a day program 

exclusively for the senior citizens organized by 'VTVO-V Volunteers.' Over 800 elders 

were gathered from 35 different institutions in and around Bangalore. Volunteers 

picked them up and gathered them all in the New Horizon School campus in Belendur. 

They were welcomed warmly by the traditional music of Nagaswaram and served a 

delicious breakfast. Afterward, they participated in 40 games and other

competitions. Prizes were awarded to the winners. Our elders took 1st & 3rd place in 
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chess, 2nd & 3rd in group song, 3rd in Dance, 2nd in Pot Painting & 3rd in crossword. 

Then, after a sumptuous lunch, they continued to participate in other games and 

watch cultural programs by senior citizens from different institutions. Finally, the 

winners were awarded medals, trophies, and certificates. The day came to an end 

with the tea and snacks. All the elders were given a big salute, and their hosts bid them 

farewell with tumultuous claps.

INAUGURATION	OF	THE	EVENING	SCHOOL

BANGALORE:	 The morning air echoed with the sound of impatient honks and 

boisterous laughter outside our campus as the parents and children took their time 

re-adjusting to the rigors of school days. After a nearly two-month-long summer 

vacation, Don Guanella Evening School resumed on Wednesday, the 19th of June, for 

the academic year 2024-25. Children took some time to adjust to the usual school 

year routine at GPN. The inauguration started around 4:30 pm, and about 50 children 

and senior citizens gathered in the Ten of Love. Mr. Louis Anthony, our benefactor, was 

the chief guest for the program. The Superior, Rev. Mathias, welcomed the gathering 

and wished them all the best for the new academic year. Mr. Louis Anthony, in his 

inaugural talk, gave some essential and fundamental information such as names, 

phone numbers, addresses, and some basic safety measures while coming and going. 
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After that, notebooks and stationery items were distributed to everyone. Rev. Fr. 

Mathias thanked all the staff for their selfless service. Finally, the program came to an 

end with tea and snacks.

NGO'S	MEET	AT	NIGHTINGALES	MEDICAL	TRUST

BANGALORE:	 The Nightingale Medical Trust conducted a meeting for all the 

associates of the NMT. It's an organization working for the well-being of the elderly 

and persons with Dementia and Alzheimer which promotes community-based 

support systems for Senior Citizens of all socio-economic groups through various 

innovative and need-based projects aimed towards Care, Active Ageing, Social 

Integration, Livelihoods, Capacity Building and Prevention of Elder Abuse. Fr. 

Kulandai Swamy and Fr. Sachin attended the meeting. Mr. Perm Kumar, the co-

founder of the trust, and Mrs. Ramani Sundharam, the Deputy Director presided over 

the meeting. At the very outset, the co-founder of the trust welcomed the NGO'S and 

thanked all of them for being part of their programme. He then requested the 

feedback of the NGO'S for the service that they render to the institutions. Many NGO 

appreciated their service and asked them to continue for another few months and to 

train one of the staff of the institution. In addition, he said they would refer somebody 

who would help, in getting recognition, Aadhar Card, old age pension, and interns for 

the institution. A WhatsApp group will be created to get in touch, with all the NGO's 

and share the information. Finally, the meeting came to an end with tea.

SHARING	HAPPINESS

THALAVADI: True happiness can be found in the tiniest of things. On June 15th, our 

inmates worked together to clean the bushes around our camps in Nazareth Illam. 

After a long day, we entertained the group with games in the evening. They were so 

happy to participate in all the games. Following this activity, we gathered at the field 

and distributed prepared snacks. Everyone ate. As we enjoyed the snacks, some of the 
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grandpas shared their life histories, which helped us understand and appreciate the 

value of life. We had a beautiful evening as one family.

ONE	DAY	PICNIC

THALAVADI: Our inmates of Nazareth Illam, Thalavadi, were taken out for a picnic to 

a dam. The fascinating look at nature refreshed their minds and helped break the 

monotony of the daily routine. Next, they visited some shops to purchase food. Some 

of them shared their experiences with their fellow inmates and remembered the 

beautiful moments in their lives. 

REOPENING	OF	THE	SCHOOL

CHENNAI: We are very much glad to reopen our school with Special Children, Staff 

members, Fr. Director and fathers and more the special chief guest of the day Fr. 

Provincial namely Rev. Fr. Ronald, broke the presence with the bloomy face. Along 

with these, we also welcomed Mrs. Yogalakshmi and Mrs. Revathi who rejoined with 

their excellent presence. We began with a common assembly followed by short prayer 

and Fr. Ronald gave an attractive message to the children and motivated the special 



JU
LY

  2
0

24

students for their future study and concluded with flag hosting. After the assembly, 

the children had special programs like dance, singing, etc.

INTERNATIONAL	YOGA	DAY

CHENNAI:	On Friday, June 21st, Don Guanella Special School celebrated International 

Yoga Day with great enthusiasm and energy. The school organized a variety of yoga 

sessions and activities for the students, teachers, and staff to participate in. The day 

started with a calming meditation session, followed by yoga asanas and stretches 

promoting mindfulness and relaxation. The students thoroughly enjoyed the 

opportunity to try something new and beneficial for their physical and mental well-

being. Overall, International Yoga Day was a successful and uplifting event for 

everyone at Don Guanella Special School.

RAFFLE	VOLUNTEERS

CHELSEA – Each year St. Louis Center conducts a raffle to coincide with the Golf and 

Glory Outing. The grand prize is an Alaskan Cruise. It takes a tremendous effort on the 

part of volunteers to sell the amount of raffle tickets to make a difference in the lives of 

the residents. Members of the Knights of Columbus and Guanellian Cooperators 
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spent their weekends at area parishes after all the Masses. The residents are eternally 

grateful for their commitment to the mission of the Center. 

LATINO	CULTURE	FEEDS	THE	SENSES

CHELSEA - Residents, staff, and community gathered for dinner and entertainment 

on June 5, 2024. Through grants funded by the Chelsea Community Foundation and 

St. Joseph Mercy Hospital, St Louis Center has launched a new project to bring cultural 

awareness programs to the Center. These classes and events are to help educate the 

residents, staff, and community on cultural diversity issues facing the world. The 

theme of this June event was Latino culture. Paco and Millie Lopez, longtime friends of 

the Center, arranged the meal and entertainment from their circle of Latino friends. 

The Ozorio family prepared a feast that delighted the eyes and taste buds. The menu 

included salad, tamales, street tacos, fajitas, rice, beans, and more. There was hardly 

enough room on the plate to even get a small taste of each culinary delight. As 

everyone was finishing their meal, a traditional Mariachi band made their way into 

the gym in full costume. Musicians included three guitarists and a trumpet player. The 

residents and community members enjoyed the rhythms and they even did some 

dancing.
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KEYBANK	MAKES	A	DIFFERENCE

CHELSEA	- The KeyBank Chelsea branch has been spending their volunteer hours at 

the St. Louis Center for several years. Many of those hours have helped to beautify the 

gardens. Last year they assembled furniture. On June 6, 2024, four employees from 

Chelsea branch and one area manager made a big difference in little ways at the 

Center. With the kitchen renovation project underway, the kitchen manager had no 

time to organize boxes of supplies that were moved. All food preparation has been 

moved into a temporary kitchen trailer. There is very little space to store dishes and 

pantry items. The volunteers quickly helped to organize all of the items, making it 

easier for kitchen staff to find what they needed to get meals prepared. In the winter 

of 2022, Cassandra Kennedy built, installed, and stocked three little libraries on 

campus. The books that she donated needed a little organizing, so the KeyBank 

volunteers helped to reorganize the books. They also took a walk to swap out the 

books in the libraries around the campus. Tom Mikula, the Chelsa KeyBank Branch 

Manager, said, "It means a lot to me to do this work at St. Louis Center. I have a 

daughter with special needs of my own, so this mission is close to my heart." He has 

brought a team to St. Louis Center for the past 6 years. He enjoys helping in the 

gardens most but is happy to help wherever there is a need.

MIKE	CELEBRATE	60	YEARS

CHELSEA – On Sunday, June 9th, Mike Ashworth was surprised and delighted by his 

mother Barbara and their dear friend Cindy Samoray. It was Mike's 60th birthday. 

After dinner, he and his roommates enjoyed a cake that Cindy specially decorated for 

him. Mike's father sent a fresh fruit arrangement that they also thoroughly enjoyed. 

There were presents to open and songs to sing. 
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CLAY	CREATIVITY	CONTINUES

CHELSEA	– The wind chime display at the library ended, but creativity with clay has 

not. In the clay workshop, the residents have been making and painting small pinch 

pots for a collaboration with PassionWorks Studio in Ohio. We will be giving them 

some of our pots in exchange for some of their "passion flowers" that they make. The 

residents are keeping some of the small pots and then they will be able to sell the 

pieces together.

PAESANO	A	GATHERING	OF	FRIENDS

CHELSEA – An organization like St. Louis Center can never have enough friends and 

supporters. Inviting them to celebrate milestones and heroes is one way to cultivate 

those connections. On Sunday, June 23rd, over 50 people joined Fr. Enzo Addari, Fr. 

David Stawasz, Fr. Franklin Michael, and Wendy Zielen Development Director, in an 

official welcome of Fr. Satheesh Alphonse as CEO of the Center. People from many 

communities joined in the celebration at Paesano's Restaurant in Ann Arbor.
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GOLF	OUTING	SEASON	OFFICIALLY	OPENED

CHELSEA	– Each summer several golf outings take place that raise funds to support 

St. Louis Center. On June 24th the season officially kicked off at the University of 

Michigan Golf Course when nearly 140 golfers came out to support the Center. Many 

familiar faces were in the crowd and many new young faces joined the fun. After each 

team completed their 18-hole round of golf, attendees were treated to a dinner and 

presentations about some of the most loyal supporters of the Center. Mike, a St. Louis 

Center resident, drew the winning ticket to determine who would be the lucky 

recipient of the grand prize in the Alaskan Cruise raffle. Many volunteers were on 

hand to make sure the event was a success.

JUNE	AT	THE	SHRINE	OF	ST.	JOSEPH

GRASS	LAKE - During June, the Shrine saw quite a few visitors who came to the area 

on vacation. Some visited the outdoor Stations of the Cross. A beautification effort for 

the Stations was launched; now each Station has been adopted by a person or family 

at the Shrine, who will keep their Station tidy and weeded.
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A group of homeschooled children joined us on June 3rd for volleyball and then 

Rosary in the church. Outdoor Sunday Masses have begun again and will last all 

summer, weather permitting. On June 16th, Father's Day, one of our first outdoor 

Masses of the year was offered. After Mass, Fr. Leo gave a special blessing to all fathers 

in attendance. That day, the Shrine also honored St. Joseph, the model of fathers, with 

our second annual Cloaking of St. Joseph.

BIRTHDAYS

01	-	 Fr.	Lourduraj.	C	

08	-		 Fr.	Arulraj.	A

10	-		 Fr.	Mahesh	Benson.	K	

								 Fr.	Arun	Kumar	A.	

11	-		 Fr.	Vellington

18.		 Fr.	Bosco	Yesuraj	M.

20	-		 Fr.	Philomin	Raja	S.	

23	-		 Bro.	Arockia	Jayaseelan.	M

																						FEAST	DAYS

25	-	Fr.	James	Stanely	Babu	

31	-	Fr.	Loyola	Diraviam	

										ORDINATION		ANNIVERSARIES

15	-	Fr.	Maria	Arokiadass.	A

22	-	Fr.	Peter	Sebastian.	M	

24	-	Fr.	Satheesh	Caniton.	A

26	-	Fr.	Chandra	Nevis.	D	

29	–	Fr.	John	Joseph	
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